
Charming 
Clock
Use charm squares and this clock can be 
made in just an afternoon.

Materials
12x charm squares (use 6” squares if you can, or 5” if you’re 
careful)
12” square of cotton duck
12” square of heavy iron on interfacing
Clock Mechanism
Glue stick
Strong glue such as E6000
Pair of compasses

Plus usual sewing supplies; iron, scissors, thread, etc.
Use actual size templates over the page

1) Trace or print out the paper templates. 
Roughly cut them out. You will trim them later.

2) Select and arrange your charm squares 
into four sets of three. You will work with one 
set for each of the arcs.

3) Set your sewing machine to very short 
stitches, around a third of the length you 
would normally use.

4) You will be working on the back of the 
paper so that the marked lines can be sewn 
along easily on the front. Cut a piece of
fabric to cover section 1 generously with more 
than ¼” spare on each side. Be careful to cut 
it in such a way that you can cut an outer and 
inner arc from each charm square. If in doubt, 
use a 6” square rather than a 5” square.

5) Hold it up to the window or another light 
source to check that it is covering the lines. Pin 
in place if it helps.

6) Cut a piece of fabric for section 2 in the 
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same way. You will lay this piece right 
sides together as you would do when 
patchworking normally. Make sure that 
the fabric is overlapping the line
between section 1 and 2 as this will be 
your seam allowance. Pin.

7) Flip over the paper and sew along 
this line.

8) Press open the seam and move onto 
section 3, cutting out and pinning as you 
did with section 2. Sew along the line 



between 2 and 3. Open and press.

9) Use the remainder of the charm squares to 
piece the other curve with the same fabrics, 
alternating the order in which they are used.

10) Repeat steps 4-9 with the other three 

fabric selections.

11) Cut around the outside seam allowance on 
the paper templates to trim the fabric exactly. 
Match an inner arc with an outer arc in a way 
you fi nd pleasing.

12) To sew the quarter circles, join right sides 
together, which wll make the curves look like 
they are facing different directions from one 
another.

13) Using a quarter inch foot, start sew-
ing from one side just past the middle of the 
curve, sew from the other end of the curve to 
meet the fi rst.
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14) Press the seams well so that each quarter 
circle lays fl at. Sew them together to com-
plete the front circle.

15) To hide the joins in the centre, cut a circle 
of solid fabric using the template. Keeping 
the paper pinned to the fabric, cut the seam 
allowance off the paper only to create a 
guide.

16) Snip into the seam allowance on the fab-
ric up to the paper. Glue the clipped parts 
underneath with the glue stick. Top stitch onto 
the pieced disk.

17) Set a pair of compasses to 5 inches and 
draw a circle on the heavy interfacing and 

the cotton duck fabric. Cut out.

18) Iron the interfacing to the back of 
the disk.

19) With right sides together, sew the 
two circles together leaving a gap of 
a couple of inches. Turn right side out 
through the gap and press.

20) Top stitch the edge of the clock,
ensuring the opening is neatly closed. 
Make a quarter inch circular hole in the 
centre of the clock and satin stitch the 
edge.

21) Install the clock mechanism
according to manufacturers instructions. 
Ensure the clock hands can move freely 
and bend hands slightly if necessary. We 
also found it helpful to use a strong glue 
to adhere the mechanism to the back of 
the clock to reduce sagging.


