
Masi from Moce



Masi Production
Traditionally made by women on the Fijian 
Islands of Moce, Oniata, Namuka, Nayau and 
Vatulele, masi  (also known as tapa or bark) 
cloth is made from the inner bark of the 
vunikau (paper mulberry) tree.  Young plants 
are cut when they're 8 to 10 months old. 

The inner fibres are separated from the 
outer bark and laid on a low log or table and 
then pounded with wooden mallets when 
wet.  They fold the fibres over and over 
pounding it, adding other pieces by 
pounding the overlap until the cloth is the 
size required.  This takes about 2 days.  The 
white cloth is then left to dry before cutting 
to size. Dyes are then used to decorate the 
masi.  It takes about 4 days to make a piece 
of masi from start to finish.

Bark before 
it's pounded

Ladies from 
Moce 
pounding the 
inner bark 
using mallets 
and a log



Dyes and Stencils
Dyes are made from the bark of 
the dogo  (mangrove), which gives 
a dark brown colour, and from the 
soil from the island of Komo, which 
gives a lighter brown/tan colour.  

To make the dark brown stain, the 
masi  cloth is soaked in the 
mangrove bark extract in the sun 
for a day (the dye won’t work if it 
isn’t in the sun).  The lighter brown 
stain from the soil has to dry in the 
shade or it will become powdery 
and flake off.

The dye is 
applied by 
soaking a 
small wad of 
masi  in the 
dye and then 
dabbing onto 
the piece of 
cloth being 
coloured using 
stencils.

Stencils are traditionally made of 
banana or pandanus leaves, but now 
women  use old x-ray negatives or 
other plastic film as they last longer.  



Masi Designs

Patterns and motifs used are 
traditionally associated with the 
particular islands where masi  is 
made.  New designs are being added 
to the range as well. 

The traditional patterns used in 
Moce include vonu  (turtle), senitoa 
(hibiscus flower), camakau  (canoe), 
iri  (fan), wau  (war club), vivili  (shell) 
and tanoa  (grog bowl), as well as 
more stylized patterns, the latter 
often used for borders.



Masi Uses
Masi  is traditionally used for clothing 
for special celebrations (e.g. birthdays, 
weddings) and particular designs are 
used depending on the intended use.  It 
is in high demand in Fiji for traditional 
celebrations and ceremonies.

Masi  that is stained light brown with 
darker patterns is traditionally 
associated with chiefly use, whereas 
the white, uncoloured masi with darker 
patterns was used for a variety of uses 
(e.g. on baskets, trays).  

Today masi  is also used for a variety of 
decorative purposes, e.g. wall hangings, 
book covers, clothing for special 
occasions. 

Chiefly masi  being 
prepared for a 
wedding garment, 
with light brown 
stain applied prior to 
designs in darker 
brown being added

Young girl from Korova modelling a 
traditional birthday outfit 



Examples of Moce Masi made in Korova Village
30cm x 24cm  Oval

 (40cm  diameter)

47cm x 30cm  31cm x 34cm

Round
(37cm diameter)

 28cm x 28cm



Examples of Moce Masi made in Korova Village
43cm x 24cm  Bookmark

 (29 cm long)

63cm x 55cm  Child’s birthday   
 outfit
 2 pieces – 
 159cm x 23cm and 
 159cm x 53cm

59cm x 48cm

No picture available
Wedding outfit 
3 pieces - 104cm x 
300cm (largest)
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