
South Pacific Sustainable Shipping Project

Greenheart is working with local sailing groups, communities, regional NGO's and other shipping 
organisations to establish a sustainable shipping network for the South Pacific. 

This includes the development of the Fiji Islands “Sail-Powered Village Vessels” Pilot Programme. This pilot 
programme is being developed by a consortium including IUCN –Oceania Programme, WWF- South Pacific 
Programme, Fiji Islands Voyaging Society and Sailing for Sustainability.  This pilot will service communities in 
Fiji’s Kadavu and Lau Provinces, Fiji Islands. We aim to design and build 3 small cargo catamarans to work 
from remote village locations along with one Greenheart vessel to service the major transport nodes 
between these islands and urban centres on Viti Levu. We anticipate this network will provide a working 
model for adaptation and community resilience throughout the South Pacific.

The South Pacific represents one of the most challenging sea-transport problems in the world; tiny isolated 
communities at the end of some of the longest transport networks in the world. Sea-transport is literally  
these islands lifelines and servicing such communities has long been a major development barrier for 
Pacific governments.  Emerging technologies such as being spearheaded by Greenheart and B9 Shipping 
mean that Pacific communities now have a sustainable option to consider. In recognition of this the 
University of South Pacific will host a stakeholders' conference, to be held 28-30 November 2012, 
supported by our partners and key regional stakeholders such as the Secretariat of Pacific Countries and 
the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme.

In recognition of the regions strong maritime sailing heritage and the role this must now play in future 
transport options, we are joined by the Fiji Islands Voyaging Society, one of a growing network of Pacific  
voyaging societies from around the region. 

Fiji Island Voyaging Society 

The Fiji Islands Voyaging Society is proud to be a part of a Pacific Renaissance seeking 
to recapture knowledge, traditions and values of our rich maritime history. 
FIVS seeks to revive and sustain traditional Fijian canoe building, sailing and 
navigational knowledge, skills and customs.  It has just completed the historic Te  
Mana of Te Moana, a 2-year voyage of ocean going sailing vaka representing 9 Pacific 
cultures across the Pacific Ocean and back to highlight the enormous environmental 
threats faced by the words largest Ocean.   Such open ocean voyages along ancient 
Pacific migratory routes help re-establish historic ties and significant cultural links with 
people all over the Pacific while providing a practical demonstration of sustainable 
technologies based on the lessons handed down by the ancestors of the oceans 
greatest voyagers.

Sailing for Sustainability 

Sailing for sustainability is an action research experiment.  It is exploring the role that 
sailing and sailing boats can play in the sustainable village of the future.  Using Fiji as a 
case example, S4S is researching whether sail based transport solutions can provide 
sustainable solutions for villages and island communities.  The project started in the 
small village of Solodamu While the village is a leader in community conservation 
initiatives; there is lack of sustainable income generation. Like many Fiji (and Pacific) 
villages, transport infrastructure is limited to bad roads and sea transport. The latter is 
a choice between small open fiberglass skiffs (fibers) with outboards or large inter-
island ferries. No-one uses sail power any more. 

http://sailingforsustainability.org/
http://www.fijivoyaging.com/


IUCN - Oceania

IUCN brings together NGOs, governments and communities. Conserving biodiversity is 
central to the mission of IUCN. We demonstrate how biodiversity is fundamental to 
addressing some of the world’s greatest challenges: tackling climate change, achieving 
sustainable energy, improving human well-being and building a green economy. 
Oceania is geographically one of IUCN’s largest regional programmes, covering over 
100 million square kilometres of the Pacific Ocean. The region comprises Australia, 
New Zealand and the 22 Pacific Island countries and territories making up Melanesia, 
Micronesia and Polynesia.

The University of the South Pacific (USP) 

One of two regional universities in the world, USP is owned collectively by 12 Pacific 
Island Countries- Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. Well recognised as the regions 
leading research body, USP is one of the leaders in seeking to develop and implement 
sustainable solutions across the range of Pacific community concerns and is already 
heavily involved in a number of leading renewable energy projects. USP has a key role 
to play in developing, monitoring and evaluating emergent technologies such as sail 
powered transport.

WWF South Pacific    (WWF SPP)  

Strongly advocates and practices the ecosystem based management approaches to its 
conservation work, ensuring issues are not addressed in isolation but as a bigger array 
of  interactions within an ecosystem, including humans. As one of the pioneers of this 
approach in the Pacific, WWF was one of the first conservation organisations in the 
regions to undertake the process on a large scale in a concerted attempt to protect 
the Great Sea Reef. WWF South Pacific continues to work towards protecting the 
Pacific’s biodiversity and placing emphasis on reducing the human footprint on nature. 
WWF is fully committed to combating the threats to communities and environments 
from climate change.  WWF Mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural 
environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

B9 Shipping

A cutting-edge project based out of Britain that combines sail propulsion with waste 
derived biogas technologies to push the envelope on the scale at which 100% 
renewable shipping can enter the markets.

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)

SPC is an international organisation that works in public health, geoscience, 
agriculture, forestry, water resources, disaster management, fisheries, education 
(community, TVET, quality and standards for all school levels), statistics, transport, 
energy, ICT, media, human rights, gender, youth and culture to help Pacific Island 
people achieve sustainable development. SPC’s members are the 22 Pacific Island 
countries and territories that are the beneficiaries of its services, along with four of 
the original founding countries. SPC’s work programme is determined by members, 
and all of its regional initiatives aim to support members’ national policies and plans.

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 

Pacific island people depend on their natural environment for their sustenance and 
livelihoods. These vital resources and ecosystems are under ever-increasing pressure 
as our islands strive to address their economic aspirations and meet the needs of their 
growing populations. The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 
(SPREP) has been charged by the governments and administrations of the Pacific 
region with the protection and sustainable development of the region's environment.  

http://www.sprep.org/
http://www.spc.int/
http://www.b9energy.com/B9Shipping/tabid/4036/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.wwfpacific.org.fj/
http://www.usp.ac.fj/
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/oceania/

