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New Plans for FT Shipping
Sail/Solar Ships for a Sustainable Future
Our Vision
•Put appropriate ships in the hands of producer communities, allowing them to decide when and 
where to export.
•Create thousands of low-volume international ports right at the points of production.
•Introduce practical renewable energy applications where they are most needed.
•Connect people through ethical trade, strengthening coastal communities and reclaiming our 
ocean commons.

What is “s/v Greenheart”?
A completely fuel-free, sail- and solar-powered 
small ship specially designed to provide needy 
coastal communities around the world with an 
affordable means of sustainable marine 
transport. 
l Cheap to build, maintain, & operate
l Easy, basic, and tested technologies
l Low environmental impact
l A sailing mast that doubles as a cargo crane
l Shallow and tough enough to service beaches  

and unimproved ports
l Low enough to get under bridges and power 

lines to access inland communities

How It Works
1. Combination of modern sail for primary 
propulsion and a solar electric system for 
auxiliary motoring allows zero-emissions, 
unlimited range, and zero fuel costs. 

2. A Unique Mast/Crane and Roll-On, Roll-Off 
(RORO) port allows cargo autonomy - no 
need for dockside cranes, nor even for a dock.

3. Shallow draft allows beach landing and 
access to river systems - opening up 
undeveloped ports presently out of the reach of 
ocean-going vessels

4. Capacity & Range (Cargo configured) – 
3x standardized 20ft containers, 50~75t, 
18 passengers & crew.   Unlimited range.

Who Benefits?
l Small-scale producer groups will gain more 

control of their supply chain and engage in 
direct trade.

l Coastal and River Communities will have a 
small-scale development tool providing 
access to global markets, multiple livelihoods, 
training and employment. 

l Consumers will gain direct access to 
producer communities, increased choice and 
the knowledge their ethical choices don’t 
compromise on environmental cost. 

l World shipping will have a working, profitable 
example of 100% clean ships.



Economical, Robust, & Versatile
Greenheart has found the scale at which sail 
and basic solar-electric motors can propel a 
working ship economically. We will build a 
prototype and test it in a variety of economical 
parameters, then work to provide technical 
support and financing for subsequent ships in the 
most promising applications.

When used as cargo vessels, these ships can 
open long-abandoned and new trade routes 
for owner/operators that can’t at present afford 
fueled transport, and eliminate the costs of 
transfers, warehousing, middlemen, etc.  
Allowing remote and primitive ports direct access 
to wealthy markets and the global container 
transport network will help create sustainable 
commerce in the fastest growing sector of the 
world’s population – the developing world.  
Our prototype Greenheart ship will also be tested 
in promising applications such as fishing boats, 
ferries, and eco-tourism platforms. 

Timeline
Late Spring 2012: Finalize full-size Greenheart 
vessel design details
and complete construction plans.

Summer 2012: Complete contract with 
shipbuilders and schedule
construction start

Winter 2012 - Spring 2013: Take possession of 
bare ship, begin outfitting,
installation, and commissioning.

Winter 2013 - Spring 2014: Global operations and 
test programs.

Praise for Greenheart

 “...a promising set of ideas.  A 
new combination of proven 
technologies that looks like a 
potential solution for both 
sustainable development and 
environmental challenges... a 
green ship that is versatile and 
economical enough to open new 
routes.”

-Stephan Wrage,
Founder and CEO, Skysails

- - -

“...impressive progress on the 
design. From the primitive, via 
the complex, to the simple.”

-Peter Schenzle,
Advisor, Hamburg Institute for 

Experimental Shipbuilding (HSVA) 

- - -

“Visionary.”
-Denis Hayes,

President and CEO, Bullitt Foundation



Working Together
The Greenheart Project is collaborating with 
academia, NGOs, the media, and corporations to 
ensure that our project achieves its maximum 
potential, and that the message of sustainability, 
cooperation, and innovation reaches people 
around the world. 

Our first ship will be sailing the world, 
showcasing the convergence of ethical and 
green innovation.   We propose being a 
flagship for laudable causes, and invite the 
Fair Trade community to join us in 
reclaiming the oceans as our global 
commons.

Ship with Greenheart 
Our maiden voyage will take us around the world, 
visiting both familiar and exotic seas and harbors 
to test the various applications for this new type of 
vessel.  Since the first ship will be configured as a 
cargo ship, business partners will be able to have 
their products be among the first goods in 
generations to be transported entirely pollution-
free across oceans. Greenheart’s media potential 
as a modern, zero-emissions cargo carrier is 
unique in the world.

We have already begun negotiations with other 
low-emissions shipping initiatives to establish a 
universal ‘Blue Sea Miles’ consumer label in 
order to help propel developments and market 
forces.

The Maiden Voyage
A combination of long-established sailing ship 
routes, and the considerations of our applications 
testing regime, plus our goal of attracting 
maximum attention to the project produced the 
following route for the maiden circumnavigation.  
(Where general regions are mentioned, it is 
because specific ports of call along those legs 
have yet to be determined)

Includes:
Dhaka, Bangladesh → The East Coast of India → Sri Lanka 
→ Zanzibar → Southeast Africa → The Cape of Good Hope 
→ Southwest Africa → The Gulf of Guinea → Northern 
Brazil → The Antilles → The East Coast of the United 
States → The Canadian Maritimes → The North Sea & 
Europe’s West Coast (Iceland; Norway; Denmark; 
Hamburg, Germany; France, England; Spain; & Portugal) 
→ The Caribbean Sea → The Panama Canal → Polynesia 
→ Micronesia → Philippines → Japan → Vancouver/
Seattle → San Francisco → Micronesia → Papua New 
Guinea → Indonesia → Singapore → Bangladesh

- - - - - -

For more info, visit our website at:
www.greenheartproject.org

Contact:
Gavin Allwright, Commercial Director

gavall@greenheartproject.org

mailto:gavall@greenheartproject.org
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For more technical information,
please visit our design forum at:

http://odf.greenheartproject.org


