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How To Use This Guide
This guide accompanies the CyberWise Guide to Twitter (which 
hopefully you just watched). If you are reading this guide online 
then simply click the links within to access the material they 
reference. You can also print this guide in order to have a hard copy 
on hand. Either way, we hope you find the information within 
useful. Enjoy!

Creative Tools,, Flickr

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=J8w1KEyB6Ac
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=J8w1KEyB6Ac


If you’ve watched the CyberWise Guide to Twitter, then 
you already know Twitter is an online “mini-blogging” (aka 
“microblogging”) communications tool that lets you send 
and receive messages of up to 140 characters instantly.   
These messages are called tweets; here is an example of 
one from our Twitter username, @becyberwise.

When Twitter first launched in July 2006, it was like instant messaging 
with a mega-phone that allowed people to send short mundane mes-
sages such as “I just ate breakfast” or “headed out to the store” to let 
folks know what they were doing at an exact moment.  Other than 
young adopters of social networking technologies such as teens, most 
adults were turned off by this “silliness” and the growth of Twitter stalled.

Despite this slow start, Twitter eventually established itself as a useful, 
powerful tool to create and share information for individuals, groups, 
large conventional news organization (such as CNN, Reuters, The New 
York Times) and global outlets (such as the BBC and international aid or-
ganizations).  It has mobilized communication for social movements 

Twitter has quickly gained worldwide popularity, with over 250 “tweets” 
posted daily. According to Katie Stanton, Vice President of 
International Strategy at Twitter, there are now more than 
200 million Twitter accounts worldwide…more than 70% 
of Twitter traffic comes from outside the US, and roughly 
25% of all tweets come from Japan (Halliday, 2011].
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What is Twitter?

Twitter is now growing at a mind-boggling 2,565 percent. In 
total, it reached more than 13 million people in the U.S. dur-
ing the month of March 2012 alone – and that’s just on its web-
site (i.e. – not counting clients like TweetDeck or Seesmic Desk-
top). What’s a “client”? It’s a tool for adding content, monitor-
ing content and conversations. 

such as the Egyptian uprising in early 2011, and many others before 
and since.

http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/


BASIC TERMINOLOGY:

TWEET: An individual post.

RT (Retweet): re-telling someone else’s tweet.

DIRECT MESSAGE (DM): send a direct message to someone 
who follows you (privately).

#HASHTAG: use the #hashtag symbol to group and track dis-
cussions.

FOLLOW: To follow someone on Twitter is to subscribe to their 
Tweets or updates on the site.

FOLLOWER: A follower is another Twitter user who has fol-
lowed you.

FF: #FF stands for "Follow Friday." Twitter users often suggest 
who others should follow on Fridays by tweeting with the hash-
tag #FF.

TWEET CHAT: Groups synchronizing on Twitter to discuss a 
topic.

TWOOSH!: When your tweet hits exactly 140 characters and 
makes that sound. Tweet + swoosh. 
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So What Does This Mean For You?

At first glance, it may be tempting to write Twitter off as impractical and 
frivolous and be wondering, “How can such a silly communication tool 
possibly be useful in the classroom, at work, or at home?” or “It seems 
like a lot of work to learn and use for very little return.” 

Don’t worry.  That’s exactly the reason we’ve created this companion 
guide to the Cyberwise Guide to Twitter.  We hope it will help you un-
derstand how and why Twitter can be a powerful tool for learning!

Why Twitter?
Put simply, Twitter (like other social media plat-

forms) helps fill a deep psychological human 
need to connect. Think about it... for hundreds 

of thousands of years, human beings re-
sided in small tribal communities. Today 
families and friends are commonly dis-
persed across states, countries, even 

continents. Meanwhile, this human long-
ing for community and connection has 

never gone away. Social media platforms, like 
Twitter, help us stay connected, and fill a deep psychological need to 
belong and feel cared about. 



 

 

 

2. Wild Wild Web-Twitter Intro for Teachers:

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfqIjANEZXk&feature=youtu.be

3. Twitter in Simple English:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o9FmlgfZXU&feature=youtu.be
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Free “Twittorials” and Guides

After viewing the CyberWise Guide to Twitter video you may be 
thirsty for more. You can’t go wrong by using any of the following 
free, easy-to-understand online tutorials that provide the basics 
on how to set up an account, create a Twitter username and pass-
word, and get on board using Twitter right away.

In fact, some of the best tutorials and guides are made by educa-
tors and students themselves and are available free on the Internet 
in print and video formats. We’ve selected the ones we like best:

1. The HowCast “How to Use Twitter”: 

http://www.howcast.com/videos/149055-How-To-Use-Twitter

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfqIjANEZXk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfqIjANEZXk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfqIjANEZXk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfqIjANEZXk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o9FmlgfZXU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o9FmlgfZXU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o9FmlgfZXU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o9FmlgfZXU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.howcast.com/videos/149055-How-To-Use-Twitter
http://www.howcast.com/videos/149055-How-To-Use-Twitter
http://www.howcast.com/videos/149055-How-To-Use-Twitter
http://www.howcast.com/videos/149055-How-To-Use-Twitter


        

 

 
http://twitterforteachers.wetpaint.com/page/Twitter+para+maestros+en+Español  
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 5. Cómo Funciona Twitter y Como Se Usa (Tutorial 
Twitter Básico):

“Twittorials” and Guides (continued)...

4. “Twitter: Getting Started Guide for Business People”

http://www.cio.com/article/479010/Twitter_How_to_Get_Started_Guide_for_Business_People

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk

Plus a SlideShare in Spanish:

http://twitterforteachers.wetpaint.com/page/Twitter+para+maestros+en+Espaol
http://twitterforteachers.wetpaint.com/page/Twitter+para+maestros+en+Espaol
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.cio.com/article/479010/Twitter_How_to_Get_Started_Guide_for_Business_People
http://www.cio.com/article/479010/Twitter_How_to_Get_Started_Guide_for_Business_People
http://www.cio.com/article/479010/Twitter_How_to_Get_Started_Guide_for_Business_People
http://www.cio.com/article/479010/Twitter_How_to_Get_Started_Guide_for_Business_People
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxFlIF2IVdk
http://twitterforteachers.wetpaint.com/page/Twitter+para+maestros+en+Espa%C3%B1ol
http://twitterforteachers.wetpaint.com/page/Twitter+para+maestros+en+Espa%C3%B1ol
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There are also some terrific guides available on how to use Twit-
ter in the classroom. We’ve compiled some of the best re-
sources for you here:

Twitter in the Classroom on CNN
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts

34 Interesting Ways to Use Twitter in the Classroom

https://docs.google.com/present/view?pli=1&id=dhn2vcv5_118cfb8msf8

50 Ideas on Using Twitter For Education

http://cooper-taylor.com/2008/08/50-ideas-on-using-twitter-for-education/

50 Ways to Use Twitter in the Classroom

http://www.teachhub.com/50-ways-use-twitter-classroom

Engaging Students With Twitter

http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html

Sujin Jetkasettakorn, , Flickr

Twitter in the Classroom

The following guide is a handy resource for educators considering us-
ing Twitter in school. Although Twitter is a terrific way to let a whole 
school community know what’s going on instantly, there are factors to 
consider before getting started.  This guide will help you understand 
these factors before introducing Twitter to your community:

Twitter Quick Guide for Schools & Districts

http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts

Thanks to @CYBRARYMAN1 here is an exhaustive list of Twitter resources... 
over 20,000 relevant links personally selected by an educator/author with 

over 30 years of experience.

http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html

http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
https://docs.google.com/present/view?pli=1&id=dhn2vcv5_118cfb8msf8
https://docs.google.com/present/view?pli=1&id=dhn2vcv5_118cfb8msf8
https://docs.google.com/present/view?pli=1&id=dhn2vcv5_118cfb8msf8
https://docs.google.com/present/view?pli=1&id=dhn2vcv5_118cfb8msf8
http://cooper-taylor.com/2008/08/50-ideas-on-using-twitter-for-education/
http://cooper-taylor.com/2008/08/50-ideas-on-using-twitter-for-education/
http://cooper-taylor.com/2008/08/50-ideas-on-using-twitter-for-education/
http://cooper-taylor.com/2008/08/50-ideas-on-using-twitter-for-education/
http://www.teachhub.com/50-ways-use-twitter-classroom
http://www.teachhub.com/50-ways-use-twitter-classroom
http://www.teachhub.com/50-ways-use-twitter-classroom
http://www.teachhub.com/50-ways-use-twitter-classroom
http://thejournal.com/articles/2011/09/14/engaging-students-with-twitter.aspx
http://thejournal.com/articles/2011/09/14/engaging-students-with-twitter.aspx
http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html
http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.teachhub.com/twitter-quick-guide-schools-districts
http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html
http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html
http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html
http://www.cybraryman.com/twitter.html
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And, finally, here are some general Twitter resources to start you on your 
journey towards learning with Twitter:

The Twitter Dictionary

http://twittonary.com/

Top 20 Sites to Improve Your Twitter Experience

http://mashable.com/2010/07/25/improve-twitter-experience/

10 Ways Twitter Makes You a Better Writer

http://askatechteacher.wordpress.com/2009/09/05/10-ways-twitter-makes-you-a-better-writer/

4 Cool Ways to Make Use of Twitter Lists

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feed
burner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com)

3 Ways to Archive Your Tweets

http://geekyninja.com/archives/5-ways-to-archive-your-tweets-twitte/

Twitter to Increase Your PLN

Whether you are a teacher, administrator, boss, employee, parent or stu-
dent, it doesn’t hurt to have your own PLN (personal learning network). 
Think of a PLN as group of people, any people, who connect and share 
information in order to develop and learn. 

Twitter can help you to connect with these people and process the infor-
mation you get into meaningful and, hopefully, useful knowledge. It’s 
like having a tiny brain-trust in your pocket, always ready to serve you 
customized information. We think that’s pretty amazing.

Here are some resources to get you started with your own PLN:

Here are 

Using Twitter as a Professional Development Tool

http://learningcircuits.blogspot.com/2012/03/using-twitter-as-professional.html

Twitter Packs is a place to get a starting idea of who on Twitter 
posts about what. 

http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555521/FrontPage

Here is a Twitter Pack specifically for education:

http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555502/Education%20Pack

The Über List of 100 Tips, Apps, And Resources For Teachers: 

http://www.onlinecollegedegrees.org/2009/03/19/100-tips-apps-and-resources
-for-teachers-on-twitter/

http://twittonary.com/
http://twittonary.com/
http://twittonary.com
http://twittonary.com
http://mashable.com/2010/07/25/improve-twitter-experience/
http://mashable.com/2010/07/25/improve-twitter-experience/
http://mashable.com/2010/07/25/improve-twitter-experience/
http://mashable.com/2010/07/25/improve-twitter-experience/
http://askatechteacher.wordpress.com/2009/09/05/10-ways-twitter-makes-you-a-better-writer/
http://askatechteacher.wordpress.com/2009/09/05/10-ways-twitter-makes-you-a-better-writer/
http://askatechteacher.wordpress.com/2009/09/05/10-ways-twitter-makes-you-a-better-writer/
http://askatechteacher.wordpress.com/2009/09/05/10-ways-twitter-makes-you-a-better-writer/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com)
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com)
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/4-cool-ways-to-make-use-of-twitter-lists/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Makeuseof+(MakeUseOf.com
http://geekyninja.com/archives/5-ways-to-archive-your-tweets-twitte/
http://geekyninja.com/archives/5-ways-to-archive-your-tweets-twitte/
http://geekyninja.com/archives/5-ways-to-archive-your-tweets-twitte/
http://geekyninja.com/archives/5-ways-to-archive-your-tweets-twitte/
http://learningcircuits.blogspot.com/2012/03/using-twitter-as-professional.html
http://learningcircuits.blogspot.com/2012/03/using-twitter-as-professional.html
http://learningcircuits.blogspot.com/2012/03/using-twitter-as-professional.html
http://learningcircuits.blogspot.com/2012/03/using-twitter-as-professional.html
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555521/FrontPage
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555521/FrontPage
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555521/FrontPage
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555521/FrontPage
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555502/Education%20Pack
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555502/Education%20Pack
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555502/Education%20Pack
http://twitterpacks.pbworks.com/w/page/22555502/Education%20Pack
http://www.onlinecollegedegrees.org/2009/03/19/100-tips-apps-and-resources-for-teachers-on-twitter/
http://www.onlinecollegedegrees.org/2009/03/19/100-tips-apps-and-resources-for-teachers-on-twitter/
http://www.onlinecollegedegrees.org/2009/03/19/100-tips-apps-and-resources-for-teachers-on-twitter/
http://www.onlinecollegedegrees.org/2009/03/19/100-tips-apps-and-resources-for-teachers-on-twitter/
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Twitter Tips [Infographic] by Cheryl Lawson @PartyAficionado

For More Please Visit: http://partyaficionado.com/2011/05/29/how-to-use-twitter-infographic/

http://partyaficionado.com/2011/05/29/how-to-use-twitter-infographic/
http://partyaficionado.com/2011/05/29/how-to-use-twitter-infographic/


CyberWise Guide to Twitter 
Video Transcript
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If your initial reaction to Twitter is that its for the birds, then you proba-
bly haven’t gotten to know this powerful tool for learning.

What makes Twitter so powerful is that you have full control over who 
or what you follow.

For example, say you want to keep up with Charlie 
Sheen’s latest antics. Then that’s what Twitter will 
deliver.

However, if you’re more interested in using Twit-
ter for learning, then it can be a rich source of 
connections, ideas and leads. 

For example, say you are a parent or educator interested in education. 
The best way so start using Twitter to stay on top of this topic is to fol-
low thought leaders on the subject. There are literally hundreds of them 
tweeting and sharing information about educational news and trends 
every minute.

Is Twitter sounding better already? If so… here’s how to make it work:

First of all, Twitter is a free social media application available on the 
Internet. Once you sign up you can send short messages of up to 140 
characters to lots of people instantly. Messages must be brief, to the 
point, and can include a links that  Twitter shortens for you.

You start out by deciding who to follow. Here’s a tip: follow the type of 
people you’d like to be followed by. One way to find these people is to 
use Twitter search and type in the key words you are looking for…. 

Or you can follow some educational thought leaders we suggest in the 
Guide that accompanies this video. Once you start following the right 
people, Twitter becomes a veritable wealth of knowledge, serving up a 
constant stream of customized information to you every second. You 
don’t have to access all of it,  that would be crazy, right? Just dip in when 
you have time and select the tidbits that sound most enticing. And don’t 
worry about missing something good, the really important stuff gets re-
tweeted again and again (more about that in a minute). That’s the power 
of Twitter. You select a personal team of experts who sift through a world 
of news and send it directly to you. Pretty amazing, right?

Unlike Facebook, Twitter allows for one-way relationships. However, it’s 
important to remember that Twitter is a social application, so it works 
best when you start using Twitter to share information too. 

There are three ways to communicate on Twitter:

1. You can send a message to all of your followers (don’t worry once you 
start tweeting valuable information people will want to follow you too!).

2. You can do this (@) to send a message directed at one individual  or to 
refer to that individual. That tweet gets seen by all of your followers and 
all their followers too.
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3. Or you can do this (:D) to send a message privately to one person.

Twitter also has a feature called a #hashtag (is that something illegal?). A 
hashtag lets you to track conversations. In other words, adding a #in 
front of a search term gathers all the references to that term. For exam-
ple, here’s a hashtag we like to follow.

Another powerful Twitter feature is a retweet -- or RT-- this is when you 
share the tweet of one user with all of your Twitter followers. For exam-
ple, if you happen to follow someone who posts a link to a story that you 
feel should be shared, you can "retweet" it. 

And, here’s another tip -- it's considered rude or just plain not nice to 
take someone else's Tweet and send it back out as your own. Give credit 
for the tweet where it's due. You will more than likely be thanked for the 
Retweet and you may gain new followers at the same time. 

Twitter might seem confusing when you first start using it (we thought so 
too), but stick with it a while and soon you’ll become familiar with i it’s 
secret language. Our guide includes this anatomy of a tweet as aa your 
reference.

So why is Twitter so great for learning (in case it’s not obvious)…

The way we see it Twitter is great for learning for a couple of reasons…

In teacher-talk, it is an effective and efficient way to expand your PLN 
(personal learning network) and surround yourself with a network of 
other educators who are engaging in ongoing conversations about teach-
ing and learning right now! And if you’re a parent, you can join discus-
sions related to your interests and have a steady stream of resources avail-
able to you whenever, wherever and however. Besides, It’s a great way to 
get to know this 21st century tool that your kids might be all aflutter 
about.

And speaking about kids, there are some innovative educators out there 
who have already learned how to use Twitter in the classroom. We’ve 
gathered their tips, stories and lesson ideas for you in the CyberWise 
Guide to Twitter.

So if after all this you’re still not convinced that Twitter is a terrific way to 
tap into the Wisdom of the Crowd, perhaps these people will convince 
you…

For a comprehensive, constantly-updated source of Twitter 
resources please visit the CyberWise website:

 http://www.cyberwise.org/Twitter-Hub.html

We scour the web for Twitter resources daily!

http://www.cyberwise.org/Twitter-Hub.html
http://www.cyberwise.org/Twitter-Hub.html


Anatomy of a Tweet
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http://www.cyberwise.org
http://www.cyberwise.org
mailto:info@cyberwise.org
mailto:info@cyberwise.org

